Future Directions in Rural Health Care: Research Needs and Opportunities for the Arts and Sciences by Knapp, Joseph, M.D. et al.
International Heart Institute of 
Montana Foundation 
A Partnership of  
the University of Montana and 
Providence St. Patrick Hospital 
International Heart Institute of 
Montana Foundation 
The International Heart Institute of 
Montana Foundation Research Program 
   1. Federally Funded  (6 investigators) 
  a. U.S. Army Medical Research (Pre-Clinical Studies) 
  b. PCORI “Discharge Planning” (Population Health) 
  c. NIH-K01: “Community Based Exercise Program Improve Walking   
       Outcomes Peripheral Artery Disease” 
2. Industry Sponsored Clinical Trials  (17 Investigators) 
a. Medical Device  * ranked nationally enrollment #’s (e.g. top ten) 
b. Drug 
  c. Outcomes/Registry 
3. Investigator Initiated Research 
4. University of Montana Partnership 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Providence Health Systems 
Center for Population Health 
    
Translational Research 
Bench to Bedside 
 Genomics, Cancer 
Population Studies 
Applied Research 
 Best Practices, Appropriate Use Criteria 
Patient Centered Outcomes 
The Patient Perspective on Healthcare 
 Direct Patient Engagement in Design and Implementation 
 
 

PCORI Research Priorities 
PCORI Research Framework 
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The expanding role of community services 
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Key Points  
Rural Health Care delivery presents distinct and unique 
challenges not seen in the urban/suburban setting 
Rural health is impacted by demography, geography, 
resource allocation, economic status, and culture as 
much as by the health status of the population 
The role of the liberal arts (English, Journalism, 
Psychology, Sociology, Ethics, Statistics, Geography, 
etc.) in understanding, evaluating and enhancing 
population health cannot be understated 
Key Points 
The developing focus on Patient Centeredness in 
health related research requires a new paradigm 
not easily adapted to by academic medical 
centers of excellence 
The University of Montana is uniquely 
positioned to become a leading research 
institution in Patient Centered rural health care 
delivery 
 
